
audiences throughout PEI in 2015. The
Four Tellers will return in late June 2016 for
a second season at Kings Playhouse in
Georgetown and Harbourfront Theatre in
Summerside. www.dennyking.ca

A Message from Eden
James Kinnee

Island author James Kinnee has releaseda new book entitled A Message from
Eden, which he describes as a time travel-
ling adventure that merges twentieth cen-
tury culture with a primitive people more
advanced that the archaeological world
ever envisioned.
Newly married archaeologists arrive

in The Valley of Monuments in Southern
Utah on their honeymoon. The couple
find messages from the past containing
instructions that lead them to accumulate
great wealth. They then encounter an une-
ducated Anasazi elder who intrigues
them with his knowledge of anthropolo-
gy. Finally he trusts them enough to show
them a bullet hidden within an old totem.
It proves to be 15,000 years old.
The archaeologists’ sons, a Norwegian

girl and a troubled Anasazi youth are sent
hurtling back through time by a peculiar
weather anomaly. The parents search end-
lessly for what happened to them. The
children integrate into a primitive tribe
and face moral struggles about introduc-
ing 20th century technology. The Anasazi
youth has no such moral concerns. He
leads a group of young people to establish
his own tribe. But being a king does not
bring the joy to his life that he hoped for.
The parents discover how time travel

was possible and they find another mes-
sage. It is a cry for help from the past.
They leave their wealth behind and take
the journey to be reunited with their sons.
Copies of the book are available from

Bookmark, Indigo, Amazon or from the
author at 659-2000 or
jameskinnee@gmail.com.

One Man Grand Band: 
The Lyrical Life of Ron Hynes

Harvey Sawler

One Man Grand Band: The Lyrical Life of
Ron Hynes, by Harvey Sawler, has

been recently published by Breakwater
Books Ltd.
In this long-awaited biography,

author Harvey Sawler traces the life of
Ron Hynes, one of the most respected
singer-songwriters in Canadian history.
Through personal conversations and
interviews, Sawler captures the spirit of
an artist whose stock-in-trade has
always been authenticity over mere com-
mercial acceptability, providing rare
insight into the life of the man who
penned some of the country’s best-loved
music. Sawler guides us through the
dark times of addiction to the triumphs
of songs such as “Sonny’s Dream” and
“The St. John’s Waltz.” Hynes was
always an enigma, reticent to speak of
his private life, but by approaching his
character through the lyrics and the
voices of those who knew him best,
Sawler manages to raise a chorus in
praise of The Man of A Thousand Songs.
Ron Hynes is a beloved and widely

respected award winning folk musician
and a national musical icon with eleven
albums over his 40 year career. He has
also stared on screen and stage in numer-
ous acting roles.
“He went to St. John’s and the musical

world of Canada. That was his dream.”—
Greg Malone, Newfoundland actor
Harvey Sawler was born and grew up

in Hamilton, Ontario, but has lived most
of his life in Atlantic Canada. He began
writing as an eighteen-year-old newspa-
per reporter covering stories as diverse as
the 1974 Pierre Trudeau campaign trail
and the murders of two Moncton police
officers. He has written more than a
dozen fiction and non-fiction books. He is
also a leading Canadian tourism consul-
tant. He lives in Bellevue Cove, Prince
Edward Island, with his partner,
Charlotte Stewart. You can visit him at
www.harveysawler.com.
The aunch of One Man Grand Band: The

Lyrical Life of Ron Hynes by Harvey
Sawler,takes place May 14 from 2–4 pm at
Back Alley Music in Charlottetown.

The Porridge is Up!
Stories from My Childhood

Dale McIsaac

Dale McIsaac grew up in a large, often
rambunctious, farm family near

Charlottetown. The Porridge is Up! Stories
from My Childhood is a collection of stories
from those years—from a time when a
secondhand bike or a brand new pair of
pants were a big deal. But this is not the
story of angels—as McIsaac recounts, he
and his siblings courted their share of
trouble. The Porridge is Up is humorous;
the tale of McIsaac’s strong desire for a
box of Wagon Wheel cakes will make you
laugh until you cry.
Dale McIssac lives in Donagh, PEI

with his wife Ann-Marie. They have two
boys; Luke, 19 and Dean, 21. Dale has
been an educator for 30 years. His career
has given him with the opportunity to
teach in two provinces, seven schools, and
influence the lives of thousands of young
people. He received his PhD in Education
Administration from the University of
New Brunswick in 2015. He enjoys coach-
ing, fishing, hunting, landscaping, and
telling stories. This is his first book.
Dale McIssac will launch The Porridge

is Up on May 26 at the Carriage House at
Beaconsfield at 7 pm. All are welcome to
attend. For information contact Terrilee
Bulger at 221-1061 or tbulger@eastlink.ca.

Milo’s Burden
Peggy Hogan

Milo’s Burden, by local author Peggy
Hogan, has been released by

Double Dragon Publishing. Hogan will
host a launch at Hunter River Memorial
Library May 18 at 6:30 pm. There will be
readings, signings, refreshments, and
Hogan will perform an original song
based on a scene from Milo’s Burden.
“I began Milo’s story a few years ago

and soon learned that what seemed to
flow like magic from a page was not near-
ly as easy as putting it on the page in the
first place. Writing is a craft, and a craft
takes diligence and practice―lots of prac-
tice. Like anything precious, Milo’s Burden
received care and attention until he was

ready to reveal his story to the world,”
Hogan explains.
In Milo’s Burden, a wooden carving is

brought to life by the ancient and forgot-
ten Lifefire. But the new-born woman,
Malissa, has a flaw: her only emotion is
rage. It will not let her rest until she holds
the entire world in a vicious death grip.
The crew of the Pride and the inhabitants
of mythical Uamh struggle to thwart her
plans. In a bloody battle, Captain Oprum
is taken prisoner and all else is put aside
to rescue him.
Milo, the boy who animated Malissa,

has inadvertently upset the forces of
Lifefire. With his sister and her friend,
and an old man and his mangy dog, he
must travel deep into the mountains to
discover the secrets of Lifefire before rage
rules the world.
Hogan’s first novel, For a Song, was

awarded second place in the adult fiction
category of a recent Atlantic Writing
Competition. Milo’s Burden and For a Song
are available at Bookmark and Indigo in
Charlottetown, and from a variety of dis-
tributors. www.peggyhoganauthor.com
Hogan and her husband live in New

Glasgow, PEI, where she is working on
her next story whose heroine was born
just a few miles away in a small fishing
village.

When the Circus
Comes to Town and

Other Stories
Margôt Maddison-

MacFadyen

The Canadian Children’s Book Centre
has selected Island author Margôt

Maddison-MacFadyen’s first self-pub-
lished book, When the Circus Comes to
Town and Other Stories, for inclusion in
Best Books for Kids & Teens, Spring 2016.
Maddison-MacFadyen lives and writes

at Rennies Road, PEI. She and her sister
Brenda Hewer started a self-publishing
venture, Sisters Publishing, in 2015. Hewer,
a designer, lives in Vancouver, British
Columbia. When the Circus Comes to Town
and Other Stories is their first book.
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